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ARNOLD HILL SPENCER ACADEMY - BURSARY APPLICATION 2021/22 

Applications open from Monday 20th September 2021 

 
Arnold Hill Sixth Form Bursary Fund - Guidance Notes: 
You could get a bursary to help with education-related costs during the Sixth Form at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy. 
 
What a bursary is for 
A bursary is money that you or the Academy could pay for things like: 
• Clothing, books and other equipment for your course 
• Transport and lunch on days you study or train 
 
There are 2 types of 16 to 19 Bursaries: 

1. Vulnerable Student Bursary 
You could get a bursary worth up to £1,200, depending on your circumstances and benefits 
 

2. Discretionary Bursary 
You could get a discretionary bursary if you need financial help but don’t qualify for a vulnerable student 
bursary. Your education or training provider decides how much you get and what it’s used for 

 
How your bursary is paid 
The Academy will decide how you get your bursary.  You will be: 
• Paid in 3 monthly instalments direct to the student (not parent) 
• Paid through a student bank account 
• Required to provide your own bank account details to the Sixth Form Administrator 
 
Please note 
• You may be given a travel pass, free meals, books, etc., instead of a monthly payment 
• Cash will not be given out 
• Payments can only be made to students direct and not to parents 
• We may also offer one-off payments to cover study trips or travel for university interviews 
 
Who is eligible to apply for 16-19 Bursary Funding?   
Students following government funded full time courses, who are 16 years and over and satisfy one or more of the 
following criteria: 
• Students aged at least 16 and under 19 years of age on 31/08/21 who are in care, are leaving care, are in direct 

receipt of Income Support or Universal Credit, or are receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal 
Independence Payments in their own right as well as Employment and Support Allowance or Universal Credit in 
their own right 

• Students aged 19 or over who have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 
• Students aged 19 or over at 31/08/21 who are continuing on a study programme they began aged 16 to 18 (‘19+ 

continuers’ 
• Students who are economically or socially disadvantaged and at risk of not taking up or continuing in their 

education.  This group includes students with physical or other disabilities, medical conditions and/or learning 
difficulties 

• Students who have been in care, on probation, are young parents or are otherwise considered at risk: 
1. Unaccompanied Asylum seekers 
2. Refugees (who will have access to 16-19 Bursary Funding if they are in receipt of supportive evidence from 

DWP) 
3. Lone parents 

  

https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund/eligibility
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Who is NOT eligible for 16-19 Bursary Funding? 
• Students under 16 years of age or over 19 years of age on 31/08/2021 
• Students who do not meet the residency qualifications 
• Accompanied asylum seeking children (under 18 with an adult relative or partner). Generally, asylum seekers are 

not entitled to public funds. However, Institutions can provide in-kind student support such as course related 
books, equipment or a travel pass. 

 
How does the Academy assess applications and allocate 16-19 Bursary funding? 
The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a limited fund and the Academy will prioritise allocation. There will be 3 priority groups, 
categorised as high, medium and low: 
 
High Priority - Students aged under 19 on 31/08/21 and who fall into one of the following categories: 
• Are currently in care (as defined by social services) 
• Are leaving or have recently left care 
• Are in receipt of Income Support or Universal Credit in their own name 
• Are disabled and in receipt of both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance or Personal 

Independence Payments 
 
Medium Priority - Students who fall into the following category: 
• Have a gross annual household income of below £20,000 
 
Eligible students in the high and medium priority groups, if they apply to the 16–19 Bursary Fund by Friday 1st October 
2021 may be eligible to a bursary of up to £1000, if aged under 19 on 31 August 2021, dependent on meeting agreed 
attendance and progress criteria.  This will be subject to availability of funds.  Payments will be made on a termly basis 
(e.g. 3 times per year). 
 
Low Priority - Students who fall into the following category: 
• Have a gross annual household income of between £20,000 and £25,000 
 
Those in the low priority group will be considered for funding based on the Academy allocation and subject to available 
funding after those in the high and medium priority groups have been awarded.  Students in this group may receive a 
contribution towards the cost of essential course equipment and transport costs which could include:  
• Course equipment - textbooks or revision guides 
• Trips related to subjects - 50% of total cost with a maximum contribution of £150 
• Resit costs - 50% 
• Travel costs according to distance – help with public transport costs if you live more than 2 miles away from Sixth 

Form and on production of tickets 
• Students may not use Bursary support for the purchase of a laptop or mobile devices 
 
Pre-approval for the above items will be required before any payments will be made. Payments will be made on as and 
when required basis 
 
Students qualifying for the full bursary will be dealt with on a priority basis and all other payments will be made subject 
to final applicant numbers. 
 
Vulnerable Student Bursary 
You could get up to £1,200 if at least 1 of the following applies: 
• You are in or recently left local authority care 
• You get Income Support or Universal Credit because you’re financially supporting yourself 
• You get Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in your name and either Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) or 

Universal Credit 
• You get Personal Independence Payment (PIP) in your name and either ESA or Universal Credit 
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If you’re a parent, you’ll also need to be living away from your own parents to qualify. 
 
You may get the full amount if you have expenses and study full-time on a course of at least 30 weeks. You’ll usually 
get less, or no bursary, if your course is shorter, you study part time or have few expenses. You’ll be told what evidence 
you need, e.g. benefit letters. 
 
Discretionary Bursary 
The Academy sets its own criteria for discretionary bursaries, e.g. we will look at family income. 
 
How to apply: 
You will need to write a letter of application detailing the following: 
• Your personal circumstances, in terms of household income (we will need evidence of this with a P60 from your 

parents, or evidence of the family’s annual income if self-employed*) 
• An itemised list of what you require the bursary funds for 
 
Each item on the list must have an appropriate costing with a total cost for the application.  
* Please note that an application will not be processed without the evidence requested. 
 
An eligibility criterion is set as there is a limited amount of funding available.  The Academy needs to ensure that the 
funding gets to the students who need financial help the most to stay on in education. 
 
As part of the application process, you and/or your family will need to sign a declaration when you apply for either a 
vulnerable or discretionary bursary. You will need to confirm that any evidence given in support of the application is 
correct and complete to the best of your knowledge and belief. You and your family should be made aware that by 
signing the declaration you are agreeing to all the conditions and eligibility criteria of the scheme. You should also be 
made aware that giving false or incomplete information which results in an overpayment will mean that we will stop 
any future payments, and seek repayment of anything paid so far. The matter may also be referred to the police with 
the possibility of prosecution. 
 
The deadline for Sixth Form Bursary Applications is Friday 1st October 2021. The bursary will be paid in 3 monthly 
instalments. Successful applicants will be informed and asked to provide Bank details to facilitate this. 
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Arnold Hill Spencer Academy Sixth Form - Post 16 Bursary Application 
 
Declaration Form 
  
 
Please sign the form below and return it with your letter of application (providing the necessary evidence asked for on 
the guidance notes). 
  
 
I, (insert student’s name and tutor group) ______________________________ understand that the evidence given in 
support of my bursary application is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
  
 
I understand that by signing the declaration I am agreeing to all the conditions and eligibility criteria of the scheme. 
  
 
I have also been made aware that giving false or incomplete information which results in an overpayment will mean 
that Arnold Hill Spencer Academy will stop any future payments, and seek repayment of anything paid so far. The 
matter may also be referred to the police with the possibility of facing prosecution. 
  
 
Print Name (student):   _________________________________________________ 
 
Signed (student):   ________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Print Name (Parent/Carer):  __________________________________________________ 
 
Signed (Parent/Carer):   ________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 


