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Thank you for taking an interest in Arnold Hill Spencer 
Academy. Our Academy is a special place to learn 
and work. Our students are impressive young people, 
whose behaviour and achievements are something 
to be proud of. Our aim is for all members of the 
community to “Be inspired and achieve together” and 
to provide opportunities for this on a daily basis.

Student attainment and progress is above national 
average at GCSE and well above average at A Level. 

We are currently full to capacity in Year 7 and most other year groups with 
waiting lists for students hoping to join.

We teach our students the value of respect, how to act responsibly and 
support them to become mature, independent young people. We very 
much believe in the potential of every student, enabling them to thrive in 
our caring environment. We strive to build student character to improve and 
maximise the life chances of students. We are determined that all students 
are well prepared to succeed and prosper as they move through our academy 
and into further education, employment or training. This in turn, supports 
positive wellbeing and equips students with the skills and knowledge they 
need.

Our positive approach is also fundamentally important in developing a sense 
of positive identity with our academy and the wider community; a sense of 
belonging and a real sense of ‘being proud to belong’. I hope that by reading 
this prospectus you are encouraged to visit us and I look forward to meeting 
you.

We are a member of the Spencer Academies Trust and benefit from the 
support of an established trust. To find out more about The Spencer 
Academies Trust, please visit www.satrust.com  

Matt Robertson
Principal

INTRODUCTION FROM
THE PRINCIPAL



We are extremely proud of the Transition Programme 
we offer and strive to be constantly reviewing and 
improving our already extensive programme. Our 
two day transition programme is tailored to engage 
and challenge the students. During these two days 
students meet their tutor and their tutor group and 
take part in a variety of ice breaker and ‘getting to 
know you’ activities. Taster sessions take place in June 
after school from 4:00 pm until 5:00 pm. These provide 
a great opportunity for students to become familiar 
with the school site, meet staff and students whilst taking part in a range of 
exciting sessions from each subject area. 

After the main induction events your child will also be invited to take part in 
our ‘Transition Trophy’ event, this is a sporting event where students work 
in tutor teams in sports day type activities with their peers and their tutor. 
We also offer a Year 6 Parent Evening for all parents of students who will 
be joining us in September, this is a parent-only event where you can meet 
key members of staff and receive important information in preparation for 
September. 

Each year we receive some lovely feedback from Year 6 parents, some of 
these comments are included below:

“I would just like to take this opportunity to say how pleased I am with the 
transition programme and the first few days our son has spent at Arnold 
Hill. He has had nothing but positive things to say about lessons and the 
organisation has been fabulous. The fact that he hasn’t been apprehensive 
at all about starting is a testament to the success of the transition process.”

“Firstly, we would like to thank you for the series of transition sessions that 
our daughter has attended, especially the full transition days last week, 
which she thoroughly enjoyed. She can’t wait to join you in September and 
start Year 7.”

We are very pleased and excited to be able to welcome both parents and 
potential students to the Academy this year and meet you face to face!

Tara Box
Transition Manager





What Millie says about
Arnold Hill Spencer Academy

Arnold Hill was Millie’s first choice of 
secondary school after she and her 
family attended the Open Evening.

Millie says “I enjoy coming to 
Arnold Hill as I have had many great 
experiences, such as performing 
twice in the  Showcase and 
participating in the Sports Day 
dance.

When I first joined Arnold Hill, I was 
nervous because all the other students were so much bigger 
than me, but they were all so nice and I soon made many 
friends in my year and in older years. 

Arnold Hill have such a wide range of subjects available. 
I enjoy Music and Dance because you get to do a lot of 
practical work.”





“If we did all the things
we were capable of
doing, we would literally
astound ourselves.”

Thomas Edison

We recruit high quality teachers at Arnold Hill Spencer 
Academy. They expect a lot of themselves and the 
students in their classes. Senior leaders visit lessons 
regularly and find young people engaged in their 
learning, determined to make the most of their time at 
the academy.

There is an appreciation that children learn in different 
ways and at different speeds. Everything possible is done 
to ensure each individual can learn as much as possible in 
every single lesson.

Everyone at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy works hard to 
give everyone the chance to shine as brightly as possible - 
and, at the heart of everything, is what happens in lessons.

Science experiments in modern laboratories will deepen 
understanding of topics which can enrich the world: in 
English, students will be able to access great books and 
develop skills in writing creatively; in Geography the 
world will be explored, investigated and explained whilst 
in Technology there is the chance to make and create. We 
could go on. We have a curriculum which allows everyone 
to get an impressive understanding of what makes the 
world happen and to enthuse people to play a part.



Qualifications matter. Of course they do. At Arnold Hill Spencer 
Academy we pride ourselves upon helping our students to reach 
the highest possible academic standards. This means everyone 
should be able to reach the highest grades during their time at the 
academy. Many students will achieve A* grades and be on track 
to a top university. If the talent is there we know we can help it 
blossom. However, we set challenging but realistic targets and if a 
lower grade is agreed to be a success then we will celebrate just as 
enthusiastically. The world is made up of people with all sorts of 
interests and abilities. 

We encourage them all.

“I’m not telling you it’s
going to be easy, I’m
telling you it’s going to
be worth it.”

Art Williams

“When I first got to Arnold Hill, I was a bit nervous but after a few days it was ok. 
The school is fun because they have a lot of school clubs and everybody is nice, 
including the teachers. Most of the students were nice too, not horrible at all so 
there’s nothing to be scared about.

The best lessons, in my opinion, are Drama and Science. 

In Year 7 you get to go on a weekend residential trip and you do loads of fun 
activities.”

ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

What Adam says about Arnold Hill Spencer Academy
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THE ARTS CAN
CHANGE OUR WORLD
Every year shows, exhibitions, performances and plays take place 
at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy. We see students dance, sing, 
play instruments, paint and act with great skill and enthusiasm.

The academy is keen to develop artistic talent. All students 
take part in drama, music and art lessons, with many taking 
examinations in the subjects. Still others develop their talents 
through extra-curricular activity which helps provide lifelong 
interest in the arts. The arts encourage people to see the world 
in a different way and they contribute to a whole education.



“This world is but a canvas
to our imagination.”

Henry David Thoreau

What Abigail says about
Arnold Hill Spencer Academy

“I chose Arnold Hill Spencer 
Academy as the right school for 
me after I came to the Open Day, 
because the teacher interactions 
were so friendly and exciting.

Over the last six years I have been 
involved in countless activities, such 
as the Youth Council, Youth Mayor 
and English Literacy Ambassador 
Programme as well as being an 
active member of the Drama 
Company. 

These projects allowed me to 
develop into a creative, outgoing 
academic adolescent, for which I 
have Arnold Hill to thank.”



THE POWER OF SPORT
There are so many sports on offer and we are keen for students to participate. Team 
sports help to develop skills in co-operation and shared goals. Individual sports help to 
foster the resilience which can be so important in creating a purposeful life.

At Arnold Hill Spencer Academy we create opportunities for students to try sports which 
can allow them to experience the satisfaction and excitement associated with kayaking or 
dance, tennis or football, netball or athletics, yoga or cycling. The academy believes that 
competition is exhilarating and offers the chance for students to challenge themselves 
against others at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy as well as like-minded people from other 
organisations up and down the country.

“The inclusivity at Arnold Hill is outstanding. There’s an 
abundance of activities and clubs which cater for a wide range of 
students. This, combined with a welcoming atmosphere and the 
many new facilities, makes for an extemely pleasant experience 
at school.

The students make group projects easy and exciting. There are 
so many opportunities and during my time at the school, I know 
I have come such a long way.”

“Never set limits, go after your dreams, 
don’t be afraid to push the boundaries. 
And laugh a lot - it’s good for you!”

What Lexie says about Arnold Hill Spencer Academy

Arnold Hill Spencer AcAdemy12

Paula Radcliffe



“Never set limits, go after your dreams, 
don’t be afraid to push the boundaries. 
And laugh a lot - it’s good for you!”



PREPARED 
FOR LIFE

At the heart of the Arnold Hill Spencer Academy 
experience should be opportunities to help a 
child become the adult they are capable of being. 
Every adult knows that success and happiness do 
not just happen. The journey requires work and 
setbacks need to be overcome. Employers are 
keen to recruit people who understand this and 
aren’t put off by the need to overcome problems 
and circumnavigate obstacles.

All students are challenged but are given the 
support and encouragement required to develop 
the self-confidence which can open doors. 

In lessons the work will not be too easy, who 
learns anything from that? Students are expected 
to try to improve continually. The key word is 
“try”. No one will be criticised if they are doing 
their best.

We provide as many opportunities as possible 
for students to meet new people and to visit 
different places. Every year guests join us to 
share their life experiences. Every year trips 
are organised to cities, attractions and places 
of interest in the local area and further afield, 
opening eyes to the opportunities the world 
provides matters.



“It is impossible to
live without failing
at something,
unless you live so
cautiously that you
might as well not
have lived at all - in
which case, you fail
by default.”

J.K. Rowling



READY FOR THE WORLD!

Anyone who wants to shine brightly should have the best set of 
examination results they could possibly achieve. This aim is at the heart 
of life at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy. However, we are fully aware that 
young people need more than a good set of grades if they are to have 
happy and successful lives.

Throughout their time at Arnold Hill Spencer Academy, students have 
opportunities to develop the skills and qualities that employers are keen 
to see:-

•	 Creativity – looking at the world with imagination.

•	 Communication – verbal and written, one to one or bigger 
audience.

•	 Numeracy – an ability to use numbers to see patterns and find 
answers.

•	 Problem solving – finding solutions that make the world a better 
place.

•	 Decision making – considering the facts and being brave enough to 
choose an option.

•	 Time management – appreciating that lots can be achieved in a 
day.

•	 Resilience – understanding that we all need to bounce back from 
set backs.

•	 Enthusiasm – an appreciation that the world is a great place, full of 
opportunities and just waiting for people to contribute.

Throughout the Arnold Hill Spencer Academy experience a young 
person will be given the chance to show their talents in each of these 
areas. We believe that confidence matters so much. To have developed 
all these qualities as fully as possible will give a young person extra self 
belief and a great chance to live a satisfying life.
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“Arnold Hill Spencer Academy has some fabulous IT facilities but 
in the modern digital world literacy is more important than ever. 

We are fortunate to have a fabulous library in the school. 

It is a mixed use space with 28 PCs, over 50,000 books and more 
than enough space to fit an entire class.

Different classes book into the space during lesson time, but 
outside of lessons the library is a drop in zone for anyone who 
wants to bury their head in a book.”

Mrs Corton, Librarian at 
Arnold Hill Spencer Academy, says:

“Without libraries what 
have we? We have no past 
and no future.”

Ray Bradbury





“Once a year, go
somewhere you’ve never
been before.”

Dalai Lama

The world is a fascinating place and we are keen to open 
everyone’s eyes to its wonders. Every year visits are 
organised locally, nationally and internationally and we know 
that students benefit from these trips. They see different 
environments and experience different cultures when they 
travel abroad but are also given the chance to gain a better 
understanding of their own country.

We hope that a young person emerging from Arnold Hill 
Spencer Academy has an eagerness to find out more about 
the way their world operates. Geography field trips, visits to 
the theatre, work experience placements, outdoor pursuit 
holidays and ski trips all provide a glimpse of what the world 
has to offer and leave them wanting more.

VISITS





“Be inspired and 
achieve together” ABOUT THE SPENCER 

ACADEMIES TRUST

The Spencer Academies Trust is a multi-academy trust with 
schools across the East Midlands, and with a strategic focus on 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 

Trust aims 
•	 To improve the life chances of children and young people 

by raising aspiration and fulfilling potential, challenging and 
supporting all the schools within the Trust on their journey to 
and beyond outstanding

•	 To achieve this by developing world-class system leaders 
•	 Trust values & principles 
•	 Schools collaborating “In partnership for excellence” with The 

Spencer Academies Trust 
•	 A personalised, differentiated approach to conversion and 

school improvement 
•	 Traditional values: mutual respect, integrity, honesty and 

openness 
•	 High expectations across all areas 
•	 Positive, optimistic, ‘can do’, ‘have a go’ learn from mistakes – 

creating sense of achievement and success 
•	 Hard-edged focus on results and the development of the 

whole child
•	 Best start for students: no excuses; everyone can achieve 

To find out more about the Spencer Academies Trust, please visit 
www.satrust.com 



Principal - M Robertson
Chair of Governors - D Wilson

Arnold Hill Spencer Academy
Gedling Road
Arnold
Nottingham
NG5 6NZ

tel: 0115 955 4804
email: info@arnoldhillspencer.com
web: http://arnoldhillspencer.com
Twitter: @Arnold_Hill

Spencer Academies Trust
Arthur Mee Road

Stapleford
Nottingham

NG9 7EW

tel: 08455 651780
email: info@satrust.com

web: www.satrust.com
Twitter: @satrust_


